
• April has passed, but not the opportuni­
ty to do omething unusual in thi co l­
umn. For years it has been based in part 
on the scraps of idiocy and grotesquerie 
sent to us by a reader of uncommon wit, 
agaci ty, a nd confidence, Mr Jack 

Burns. He is the perfect gentleman and 
patriot. Hi s health has been wretched, but 
what the hell!- he has gone on enjoying 
the bless ings of God, fa mily, and coun­
try, while e lbowi ng mi sfortune a ide. 
This month he has sent us a mother lode 
and a splendid new idea, to wit, reports 
on executed criminals who got what they 
deserve after a risible last meal. Sadly, he 
also report that the cancer that he has 
been suffering is now terminal-a matter 
of weeks, a matter of months. This he re­
ports with a dignity that is wholly out of 
cadence with the cheapness of our time. 
"The doctors told me I can smoke my 
beloved Honduran and Nicaraguan cig­
ar ," he writes, "and drink my port wine 
as long as I can tolerate them." So we 
found a dust-laden bottle of Croft 1963, 
and this wholl y fitting place to praise 
Jack Burns's manliness and charm while 
he can till hear us. 
• On April 5, a week before the official 
terminus of their First Hundred Days, the 
House Republicans passed the "crown 
jewel" of their Contract with America, a 
$ 189-b illi o n corpo ra te a nd personal 
in come tax cut. Naturally Former 
Pres ident Bill Clinton was di scomfited, 
calling it "a fa ntasy [ th at] we can 't 
afford." The House passed a ll but one 
item in the Contract, that being term lim­
its. It also passed $ 17.3 billion in budget 
c ut s, th o ug h more can be do ne. The 
Citizens Commission on Human Ri ghts 
point to such federally funded prepos­
terosities as a study assessing the reasons 
that some transsexuals do not complete 
thei r ex change surgery. Then, too, there 
is the fede ra ll y funded stud y of horse 
masturbat ion (apparentl y begun before 
anyone had ever heard of Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders), a study of the exual preferences 
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of the prairie vole, a four-year tudy of 
the nasal cavities of male hamsters dur­
ing intercourse, and a 17-year-old study 
of the slang resorted to by Puerto Ricans 
as they endure escalating stress in New 
York City. Mr. Clinton became Former 
President Clinton on April 18 at a tupe­
facient press conference during which he 
insisted th at he remains "relevant. " He 
alluded to the Constitution. Three jani­
tors in Ceres, California, ca used a n 
explosion that injured nineteen people. 
They were us in g so lve nt to freeze a 
gopher to death when one lunkhead lit a 
cigarette. The gopher survived. 

• At Harvard Univers ity , controversy 
has been ignited by Mr. George F. Will 
a nd Miss Gin a Grant. Mi s Grant's 
ea rl y admi ss ion to the uni versity was 
resci nded when uni versity officials dis­
covered th at she had lied about her 
mother's death. Mi ss Grant had to ld 
officials at th e prest ig ious uni ve rs ity 
that her mother had ex pired five years 
earlie r in an automobi le accident. Now 
it turns out that Mrs. Grant died at the 
end of a c rysta l ca ndl estick. Miss 
Grant 's hand was at the other end of 
the thing , and she kept bashing it on 
her mot her's head after becoming 
alarmed th at her mother was ruining 
he r hea lth with drink. Students and 

concerned faculty in substanti al num­
bers have forsaken their Nintendo 
games and skateboards to demonstrate 
on Miss Grant 's behalf.They are equal­
ly a lar me d ove r the H a rv a rd gov­
e rnment department 's decision to 
invite the conse rvati ve co lumni st and 
author Mr. George F. Will to teach in 
the fall. Will 's columns, many faculty 
me mbers feel, ha ve bee n responsible 
for starvation in Africa, death squads 
in Central America, the melting of the 
po la r ca p , and the pread of so me 
shockin g mi sco nce ption s about the 
condom and its proper use. Finally, the 
Boston Globe reports th at Harva rd 
M e dical Sc hool i in vestiga tin g a 
tenured psychiatry professor, Dr. John 
Mack . He has written a book, Abduc­
tiO/i~m which he argues that occasion­

_ali y_ earthl-ings really are abducted tu 
o ute r space. You can imag ine where 
Dr. Mack lines up in the Grant and 
Will controvers ies. 
• In sports news, baseball players al]d 
team owners e nded the longest wo rk 
stoppage in professional sports hi story 
afte r 234 days . Mr. Mike T yso n was 
re leased from an Indiana hoosegow after 
serving three years for directing unwant­
ed attentions toward Miss Black America 
contestant De iree Washington when she 
entered hi s hotel bedroom at 2 a. m., per­
hap to peruse the Gideon Bible at hi 
bedside. In Las Vegas , former heavy­
weight c hampi o n Mr. Larry Ho lmes 
ended his comeback after losi ng a close 
but un animou deci ion to Mr. Oli ver 
McCall. 
• The problems of Former Pre ident ~ill 
Clinton mo unt. At mid-month Rep . 
Nathan Dea l of Georgia quit the 
De mocra ti c min or it y to g ive tl:e 
Republicans one more vote in the House. 
Rep. Robert S . Walker, a Republi can 
from Pe nn sy lva ni a, ca ll ed for an 
inve ti gation into "recent drug use" JY 
White House staff members. And when 
CNN White House co rresponden t l\1r. 
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